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Sunday 11th September Gospel: Luke 15:1-32 : Lost and Found
One day when many tax collectors and other outcasts came to listen to Jesus, the
Pharisees and the teachers of the Law started grumbling, “This man welcomes
outcasts and even eats with them!” So Jesus told them this parable:
“Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them—what do you do?
You leave the other 99 sheep in the pasture and go looking for the one that got lost
until you find it. When you find it, you are so happy that you put it on your
shoulders and carry it back home. Then you call your friends and neighbours
together and say to them, ‘I am so happy I found my lost sheep. Let us celebrate!’ In
the same way, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who
repents than over 99 respectable people who do not need to repent.

“Or suppose a woman who has ten silver coins loses one of them—what does she
do? She lights a lamp, sweeps her house, and looks carefully everywhere until she
finds it. When she finds it, she calls her friends and neighbours together, and says to
them, ‘I am so happy I found the coin I lost. Let us celebrate!’ In the same way, I tell
you, the angels of God rejoice over one sinner who repents.”

The Prodigal Son
Jesus went on to say, “There was once a man who had two sons. The younger one
said to him, ‘Father, give me my share of the property now.’ So the man divided his
property between his two sons. After a few days the younger son sold his part of the
property and left home with the money. He went to a country far away, where he
wasted his money in reckless living. He spent everything he had. Then a severe
famine spread over that country, and he was left without a thing. So he went to work
for one of the citizens of that country, who sent him out to his farm to take care of the
pigs. He wished he could fill himself with the bean pods the pigs ate, but no one
gave him anything to eat. At last he came to his senses and said, ‘All my father's
hired workers have more than they can eat, and here I am about to starve! I will get
up and go to my father and say, Father, I have sinned against God and against you. I
am no longer fit to be called your son; treat me as one of your hired workers.’ So he
got up and started back to his father.
“He was still a long way from home when his father saw him; his heart was filled with
pity, and he ran, threw his arms round his son, and kissed him. ‘Father,’ the son said,
‘I have sinned against God and against you. I am no longer fit to be called your
son.’ But the father called his servants. ‘Hurry!’ he said. ‘Bring the best robe and put
it on him. Put a ring on his finger and shoes on his feet. Then go and get the prize
calf and kill it, and let us celebrate with a feast! For this son of mine was dead, but
now he is alive; he was lost, but now he has been found.’ And so the feasting began.
“In the meantime the elder son was out in the field. On his way back, when he came
close to the house, he heard the music and dancing. So he called one of the
servants and asked him, ‘What's going on?’ ‘Your brother has come back home,’ the
servant answered, ‘and your father has killed the prize calf, because he got him back
safe and sound.’
The elder brother was so angry that he would not go into the house; so his father
came out and begged him to come in. But he answered his father, ‘Look, all these
years I have worked for you like a slave, and I have never disobeyed your orders.
What have you given me? Not even a goat for me to have a feast with my
friends! But this son of yours wasted all your property, and when he comes back
home, you kill the prize calf for him!’ ‘My son,’ the father answered, ‘you are always
here with me, and everything I have is yours. But we had to celebrate and be happy,
because your brother was dead, but now he is alive; he was lost, but now he has
been found.’”

Gospel reflection: What do you remember from today's readings?
1. The shepherd was so concerned when he lost one sheep out of a hundred.
2. The woman was so worried about losing one coin out of ten.
Even though it was only one sheep or one coin, it was still very important and
valuable to the person who had lost it.
Jesus is our shepherd, and we, his followers, are the sheep.
In the same way as in the stories, all people are valuable to God, because God
made us and loves us.
3. In Jesus’ last story today we heard about a father’s forgiveness for his son.
Although the son went far away and wasted the father’s money, he realised he had
done something wrong and he came back to his father, saying sorry. The father felt
very happy when his son came home. The father threw a party for him and the other
brother felt jealous. But the father spoke to him kindly and explained that he loved
them both equally.
We should try to make sure that everyone feels welcome. We can try to
recognise everyone’s special gifts and talents and help everyone to feel safe
and happy.

God loves us all and so we pray together...
We pray for the Church throughout the world: that she may show us God’s love and
forgiveness for all people. Lord, in your mercy… Hear our prayer
We pray for our brothers and sisters in every country: that we may not turn away
anyone who comes to us for help and that we may welcome everyone in our
communities. Lord in your mercy... Hear our prayer
We pray for our parish, family and friends: that we may be loving and forgiving
towards all people and welcoming to the Ukrainian refugees here.. Lord in your
mercy... Hear our prayer
Closing prayer: God of lost sheep, coins and all people, help us to remember you are
with us in love and forgiveness every day. Guide us to share your love with others
through all that we do. Amen.

Today we wear a wedding ring on a finger.
In the time of Jesus women wore coins in a row like a headband to
show they were married.
That is why the woman in the story did everything she could to find
the lost coin. Then she celebrated with her family and friends.

Enjoy colouring the pictures.

