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Sunday 23rd January: Gospel: Luke 1:1-4, 4:14-21

Dear Theophilus:
Many people have done their best to write a report of the things that have taken
place among us. They wrote what we have been told by those who saw these things
from the beginning and who proclaimed the message. And so, Your Excellency,
because I have carefully studied all these matters from their beginning, I thought it
would be good to write an orderly account for you. I do this so that you will know the
full truth about everything which you have been taught.
Then Jesus returned to Galilee, and the power of the Holy Spirit was with him. The
news about him spread throughout all that territory. He taught in the synagogues and
was praised by everyone.
Then Jesus went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath
he went as usual to the synagogue. He stood up to read the Scriptures and was
handed the book of the prophet Isaiah. He unrolled the scroll and found the place
where it is written,
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has chosen me to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to set free the oppressed
and announce that the time has come
when the Lord will save his people.”

Jesus rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. All the people
in the synagogue had their eyes fixed on him, as he said to them, “This passage of
scripture has come true today, as you heard it being read.”
Gospel reflection: What do you remember from the reading today?
Jesus is teaching in the synagogue. He reads a passage from the Scriptures which
is about himself (although the people listening don’t know that until he explains it
afterwards).
The Scripture passage talks about what Jesus has been sent to do.
It says that he has come to bring good news to people who are poor.
Good news means different things to different people. It can be confidence, peace,
enough food, light in the darkness, doing well at school, getting to spend the day with
friends.
We are all God’s children. God loves us all. No matter where in the world we are,
whether we are rich or poor, and we should all have the chance to live in a world of
peace, dignity and fairness. This is the good news of Jesus.

Prayers: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen
Let us offer our prayers to God, who loves us and listens to us:
We pray for the Church throughout the world: that we may follow the example of
Jesus, bring good news to people who are poor and working to help all people live
life to the full. Lord, in your mercy… Hear our prayer
We pray for people who are poor: that they may have their chance to share their
good news stories and to build a better future. Lord, in your mercy… Hear our prayer
We pray for our parish, families and friends: We pray for all the local Churches
working together to the poor and needy in our town. Lord, in your mercy…
Closing prayer: God of life, you call us all to share your good news. May we do all
that we can to answer that call. We ask this through Christ our Lord, Amen.
Activity suggestions: Enjoy the colouring and worksheets.
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In the

We are anointed
I was anointed when I was
baptised. That means I am like
Jesus. I can share his work.
Tick what you will do this week to
bring good news to someone.

Jesus comes to the synagogue in his hometown and begins to read
from the scroll. He reads God’s promise that the anointed Messiah
will bring good news and freedom to everyone, especially people
who are poor or suffering. Then Jesus tells everyone that he is the
promised Messiah!

Scrolls

Jewish holy writings
are written on scrolls.
Put these missing
words from Isaiah in
the right spaces.

help
in the
kitchen

freedom

good news
blind

given
play
nicely

Maze

tidy my
room

Jesus wants to
bring everyone
to God.

Make a scroll

What great news, Jesus!
You are God’s promise
for us! Help me to spread
the good news of God’s
promise by the loving things
I do and say today. Amen.
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You will need a long piece
of paper that you can roll
up at both sides.
Copy the words from
Isaiah that Jesus read
or chose your own
words from the bible.

Tie it closed with a piece
of ribbon or string.
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Answers: given, good news, freedom, blind.

Help everyone,
including Jesus,
find their way to
the synagogue.

SUNDAY 2 JANUARY 2022
2ND SUNDAY AFTER
THE NATIVITY (E&W, I)

Year C

Thank Jesus for coming to be with us today and every day!
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

When a profound silence covered all things
and night was in the middle of its course,
your all-powerful Word, O Lord,
bounded from heaven’s royal throne.

COLLECT
Almighty ever-living God,
splendour of faithful souls,
graciously be pleased to fill the world with your glory,
and show yourself to all peoples by the radiance of
your light…

FIRST READING
The people of Israel were
nomadic. They spent
many generations living
in tents. From the time of
Abraham to Moses leading
the people through the
desert, the Hebrews
would make a camp for
while before moving on.
Everything was portable

ECCLESIASTICUS 24:1-2. 8-12
and home was wherever
their tents were pitched.
They even had a tent, the
tabernacle, which was a
place of worship where
they could meet God
in a special way. God’s
wisdom came to live with
the Hebrews, pitching her
tent with them.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM PSALM 147

The Word was made flesh, and lived among us.
Or
Alleluia!

SECOND READING EPHESIANS 1:3-6. 15-18
An adopted child is
very special because
they are chosen by their
new family who love
them very much. Today
we hear that we are all
special because we have
all been chosen to be an
adopted son or daughter

of God. God loves us all
very much! Even before
the universe was created,
we were chosen to be
God’s children – and
there are even more
blessings, which we can’t
even imagine yet, in store
for us.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!
Glory be to you, O Christ, proclaimed to the pagans;
Glory be to you, O Christ, believed in by the world.
Alleluia!

We say these words
or sing a hymn as the
priest approaches
the altar.

We ask for God’s help.
Listen now to the
priest as he offers
this prayer.

LOOK at the reader
and LISTEN.
God has made his
home with us.

The cantor or psalmist
sings or says the psalm.
Listen to the verses,
and then respond by
using these words.
LOOK at the reader
and LISTEN.
We are all God’s
adopted children.

We give a shout of
praise to God, using
these words taken
from the Bible.

DO YOU KNOW?
6 January is the feast
of the Epiphany, when
we celebrate the fact
that Jesus is God’s gift
to the whole world.
The Gospel says that
the wise men, or magi,
brought three gifts
of gold, frankincense
and myrrh, so we have
come to say there were
three wise men. In the
6th century they were
given the names Caspar,
Melchior and Balthasar.

THINK
Every year Jewish people
celebrate the festival of
Tabernacles or Sukkot, to
thank God for his love and
protection. This harvest
festival lasts a week and
comes just after Yom
Kippur. Jewish families build
temporary booths, a bit
like open sheds, which they
cover in leaves. These sukkot
remind them of the tents
their ancestors lived in when
they were wandering in the
desert after they escaped
from slavery in Egypt.

GOSPEL

JOHN 1:1-18

The Good News about Jesus is told to us by St John.
In our first reading we
heard how God’s wisdom
pitched her tent with the
Hebrews. Now we hear
that God’s Word, Jesus, has
pitched his tent and come
to live with us. The Son of
God has become one of us
and made his home with
us. What an amazing way

to show us how much God
loves us. God doesn’t just
tell us that we are loved,
God shows us just how
special we are by sharing
our lives. Jesus brings light
into our world, removing
the darkness. Jesus came
to be with us 2,000 years
ago and is with us now!

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL
Dear Lord, I am glad you made your home with us. Please
bless the families who have no home today. Inspire us to
make changes so that everyone has a place of shelter. Lord,
hear my prayer.

OFFERTORY PROCESSION
As we take our gifts of bread, wine and money to the altar,
think about any time this week when you felt uncertain or
worried and then think about all the times when you felt safe
and loved.
Say a little prayer offering these thoughts up to God.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Today’s special prayer thanks God for fulfilling all God’s
promises to us.
What can you give special thanks for today?

STAND to LISTEN

to the priest or
deacon as he prepares
to read the Gospel.
Before he reads the
Gospel, what does the
priest or deacon do to
his forehead, his lips
and his heart? Can
you copy him?

Listen to the reader as
he or she encourages
us to pray for
situations and people
in need. This is a
prayer you could say
privately.
Watch as the gifts are
made ready and the
priest washes his hands
and prepares for the
Eucharistic Prayer.

As the priest extends his hands, we say the prayer that Jesus
taught us.

To all who would accept him,
he gave the power to become children of God.

MY PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Thank you, Jesus, for choosing me to be your adopted
child. Help me to open my heart to accept your love and to
really believe I am special in your eyes. Amen.

“The Word was made
flesh, he lived among us.”
Think about how well you
know the people you live
with, and how well they
know you. Thank God for
choosing to live with you
each and every day.

DO
Build a tent with a sheet
over chairs. Enjoy
sitting in it, feeling safe
– remember God has
pitched his tent with you!

We listen to the
prayer of praise and
thanks to God.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
COMMUNION ANTIPHON

PRAY

You are invited to sing
a Communion song or
say this verse, which
has been especially
chosen for today’s
celebration.

is the Greek word for
“fish” and was used
in the catacombs
as a sign for early
Christians. It is made
up from the first
letter of five Greek
titles for the Lord:
I (Jesus)
C (Christos)
Q (Theou/God’s)
U (Uios/Son)
S (Soter/Saviour)
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We take Jesus with us to carry on
the work that he did on earth,
until we meet again next Sunday.

Go in peace.
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